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Clint Eastwood’s long-awaited film, “J. Edgar,” fails 
to live up to reputation and should have 
remained in the “confidential” files of the FBI.

Conspiracy films have always been an 
endless source of entertainment. Films 
like “The Untouchables” and the “Mission 
Impossible” series have been both engaging 
and motivating especially when rooting 
for the “good guy.” However, Clint 
Eastwood’s new thriller is less about the 
Bureau and more about the awkward and 
almost disturbing personal life of former 
FBI Director, J. Edgar Hoover (Leonardo 
DiCaprio).

“J. Edgar” semi-chronicles the political 
ascension and ethical degradation of 
Hoover from a small-time idealist working 
for the Department of Justice into one of 
the most powerful men in the U.S. 

Throughout his career he obsessed 
about snuffing out radical groups and communists 
for the sake of the country’s sanctity. While a very 
successful director, he falls short in balancing his 

personal and professional life.
Within the first 10 minutes, the audience’s 

attention is caught by an explosion of Hoover’s boss’s 
house, but that was the highpoint of the movie. As 

the film went on you could predict the gradual 
degradation of Hoover’s 
morals and sanity as well as 
the movie’s unforeseen plot. 
It was difficult to understand 
who the actual villain was. 
Hoover’s character was 
frustrating and hypocritical 
on all levels. He claimed to 
be in the fight against radicals 
and communists, but would 
blacklist anyone he had a 
conflict with.

At the same time, Hoover 
himself was a radical when it 
came to convicting criminals. He 
started out as a hopeful hero, but 
was portrayed as a very dangerous 
villain. 

The unorthodox timeline also 
made it difficult to follow the progression of the story. 
This film was truly a twisted love story with strong 

political overtones woven into the fabric, which 
detracted from the actual plot.

Clint Eastwood’s fans have always admired his 
work as a director and as an actor. However, this 
movie tainted his credibility in my eyes and ranked 
him in with other directors, such as Oliver Stone, 
who sensationalize and embellish historical films by 
transforming them into works of fiction.

One redeeming factor was Leonardo DiCaprio’s 
performance. DiCaprio’s immersion into the 
character was uncanny and at times made him almost 
unrecognizable. He completely went the extra mile in 
maintaining the integrity and energy of the real-life 
controversial figure. 

“J. Edgar” is a good attempt at shining light 
into a seemingly dark and 
mysterious character, but 
not enough to motivate the 
audience into joining the FBI.  
It’s definitely not a film for the 
family and certainly not one 
I would take my parents to. 
Sitting through “Immortals” 
again would have been a 
better waste of money than 
this film.
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It has been an entire decade since the Spartan 
Master Chief John 117 first blazed his way onto Xbox 
consoles blasting away the antagonistic Covenant in 
“Halo: Combat Evolved,” setting the bar for what every 
console first person shooter aspired to be — amazing.

“The Xbox game that premiered 10 years ago had 
everything; tight and intuitive controls, frenzied 
gameplay, compelling science fiction, and characters 
that have burned their legacy into every facet of 
popular culture today.

When game developer Bungie, creators of the 
Halo franchise, left their beloved masterpiece behind 
to pursue new projects after the completion of 
“Halo: Reach,” 343 Studios picked up the tab of the 
longstanding Halo phenomenon. The 343 developers 
have since worked diligently to produce a revamped 
version for the Xbox 360, “Halo: Combat Evolved 
Anniversary.”

This isn’t just a rehash of old tricks with a prettier 
display; 343 developers were out to let the gamer relish 
in nostalgia with “Combat Evolved” rebuilt from the 
ground up.

The most noticeable change, aside from the graphics 
overhaul, is 343 used the original game’s physics 

engine and molded it to work with the engine used 
in “Halo: Reach.” This allows the game mechanics to 
match the current console generation, but still play 
and feel like the original game. 

Adding online multiplayer 
to the old-school “Halo” 
was something the original 
game lacked and served as an 
awesome treat. Without the 
armor power-ups and new 
weapons from “Reach,” and 
a redo of the original maps 
from “Combat Evolved,” the 
same crazy fire fights many 
gamers experienced with 
their friends on split screens 
is now playable with more 
people.

The most notable return 
from “Combat Evolved” is 
the dreaded and ridiculously 
overpowered pistol. I 
relished in the hope that one 
day, I could slay my opponents online 
with this weapon, in all of its simply elegant glory. 
“Anniversary” made my dream a reality. Some gamers 
scoff at being able to drop a Spartan with a mere three 

shots to the dome, but I exploit that tactic constantly. I 
had more fun playing “Anniversary” online than any of 
the previous “Halo” matchmaking entries.

There are improvements, however, like new character 
designs, facial animations and other 
graphical tweaks which make the game 
refreshing. However, campaign play 
in “Anniversary” stays faithful to the 
original game.

If you’re unsatisfied with the 
revamp the game received and wish 
instead to play the campaign in its 
original Xbox platform, you merely 
have to hit the select button and 
“Anniversary” renders itself back to the 
original look gamers fell in love with a 
decade ago.

At $40, “An-
niversary” is well 
worth every pen-
ny and proves a 
massive tribute to 
fans and the game 
franchise that es-

tablished the Xbox console as 
a long-term contender in the 
gaming market.
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Prices: All shows are $3.25 for adults and $2.25  for children. 
For ticket pricing, the Base Theater Box Office defines an adult 
as a patron 12 and older and defines a child as a patron from 
6 to 11. Children 5 and younger are admitted free of charge. 
Parents must purchase tickets for R-rated movies in person at 

the box office for children 16 and younger. Patrons must present 
their military identification card when purchasing tickets.

Call 254-7642 for recorded information.

Your weekly guide to the best 
aspects of entertainment

Welcome to the Pass In 
Review, your number one 
source for cinema, music, 

videogame, book and product 
reviews. The Pass In Review crew 
consists of more than 10 critics, each 
with their own idea of what makes a 
movie, album, game, product or book 
great. So be sure to take advantage 
of the Better Know A Critic section, 
which spotlights this week’s critics to 
better help you choose the critic with 
opinions most like your own. Using 
our breakthrough four-point scale 
system you can quickly decipher 
what is worth your time and what 
isn’t, or read the full review for an 
in-depth analysis and explanation 
of the rating. The rating system uses 
ammunition and range terminology, 
so if you’re not familiar, here’s a quick 
breakdown of the ratings …

1/4 — No Impact, No Idea
Horrendous. Among the worst of the worst in 
its genre. Dedicating time to this is not only 
wasteful, but unforgivable. Avoid at all costs.

2/4 — High And To The Right
Mediocrity at its best. Lacks a few things 
that might have made it really good. A 
decent time waster, partake only if you have 
nothing better to do.

3/4 — On Target
Praiseworthy. A great endeavor, not 
quite an instant classic but still very 
entertaining. This is a sound investment 
of your time.

4/4 — Confirmed Kill
Genius. In the top 10 percent of its 
genre. This is the stuff legends are 
made of. Missing out on it would be a 
disservice to yourself.

So, there you have it and we hope you enjoy our 
weekly reviews. Don’t forget, The Hawaii Marine 
accepts submissions from its readers so if you 
consider yourself a film buff, music aficionado, 
gaming geek or bookworm feel free to submit 
your own reviews.

Better Know 
A Critic
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Lance Cpl. Matthew A. Cal-
lahan knows that a good video 
game is about a lot more than 
good graphics and stellar phys-
ics engines. A phenomenal game 
encompasses an excellent plot, 
tight game play, and outstanding 
sound all used in support of ren-
dering an immersive atmosphere 
that creates a lasting impression 
on him. 

‘J. Edgar’ is not Hoover’s legacy

Garrett Cole believes that 
filmmaking is less about big-
budget blockbusters and special 
effects and more about effectively 
telling a story through pictures 
and good screenwriting. A great 
movie is one that is both thought 
provoking and as well as visually 
stimulating for the audience to 
appreciate it.
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